
  

 
 
 

Biography 
 
Stanley - Lewis Gilley Stanley (1869-1957) 
“Lew” 
“Uncle Lew” 
 
His middle name, “Gilley” was in honor of: 
Gilley - Lewis Webster Gilley (1843-1907) 
 
Son of: Stanley - Enoch Boynton Stanley Sr. (1820-1903) 
Great Uncle of: Stanley – Ralph Warren Stanley (1929-) 
 
Father: Stanley - Enoch Boynton Stanley Sr. (1820-1903) 
Mother: Guptil - Caroline Hall Guptill (1822-1907) 
Birth Date: May 16, 1869 
Born at: Cranberry Isles, Maine – Great Cranberry Island 
 
Spouse Name: Sawyer - Leah Jeanette (Sawyer) Stanley (1874-1944) 
Spouse Parents: Sawyer - Lewis F. Sawyer (1842-1919) and Vienna B. (Dix) Sawyer 
Wedding Date: December 27, 1909 
Wedding Place: Bear Island, Maine 
 
Lewis F. Sawyer was the keeper at Bear Island Light from 1899 to 1909. His daughter, Leah 
Jeanette Sawyer, married Lewis Gilley Stanley (1869-1957) in the keepers house on December 27, 
1909. 
 
Occupation: Boatman and fisherman 
Boatman for - Milliken: Gerrish Hill Milliken (1877-1947) – Northeast Harbor 
Ran the boat livery at Rock End Dock with: Stanley – Walter Fisher Stanley (1871-1930) 
Taught at least two generations of local and children from away to sail. 
  
Home: 
Enoch Boynton Stanley Sr. House and Wharf 
Lewis Gilley Stanley House and Wharf 
Heliker Foundation 
GCI - Heliker Road - 058 
 
Death Date: January 29, 1957 
Death Place: Ellsworth, Maine 
Cemetery: Stanley Cemetery No. 2, Great Cranberry Island, Maine 
 
Early in his life Lewis Gilley Stanley fished on the schooner, “Sea Bird.” He was always seasick on 
the vessel, but got aboard the dory and felt fine. Lew had epilepsy and didn’t want to be bothered 



  

when he was having “fits” (seizures). When he was having a fit he kept swallowing and afterward 
was out of breath.: Notes from his great nephew, Ralph Warren Stanley. 
 
Some time in the 1890s Lew stopped fishing and went to work for summer people. 
 
 
Uncle Lew and the Rock End Dock in Northeast Harbor. 
 
Abram Gilpatrick (1863-1943) had the dock in Northeast Harbor first. Lewis Gilley Stanley (1869-
1957)] and Walter Fisher Stanley (1871-1930) took it over and ran it together. Lew owned his 
father’s big boathouse on Cranberry. They stored the summer people’s boats there. Walter was a 
mechanic. They also repaired make-and-break engines and did repairs on local boats and those of 
summer people. Ralph Stanley would later remember the babbitt metal they used to make 
bearing.  After Walter died Lew bought his interest from Walter’s widow in 1936. He ran it until it 
went to Elmer Adelbert Spurling (1901-1984). 
Stanley - Walter Fisher Stanley (1871-1930) 
 
[Babbitt Metal - invented in 1839 by Isaac Babbitt in Taunton, Massachusetts. Known as the 
generic "babbitt metal," it is soft and easily damaged, but its structure is made up of small hard 
crystals dispersed in a softer metal, which makes it a metal matrix composite. As the bearing 
wears, the softer metal erodes somewhat, which creates paths for lubricant between the hard high 
spots that provide the actual bearing surface. When tin is used as the softer metal, friction causes 
the tin to melt and function as a lubricant, which protects the bearing from wear when other 
lubricants are absent. – adapted from the Babbitt metal entry found online in Wikipedia.] 
 
Uncle Lew’s Obituary 
Lewis G. Stanley, 87, died January 29 at an Ellsworth nursing home after a short illness.  He was 
born on Cranberry Island May 16, 1869, the son of Enoch and Caroline (Guptill) Stanley.  Mr. 
Stanley was a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge at Southwest harbor.  He is survived by a son, 
Boynton Stanley of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., and two grandchildren.  Funeral services were held Friday 
afternoon at the Congregational Church, Cranberry Island, the Rev. Charles Cumming officiating.  
Burial was in the Stanley Cemetery.  Bearers were Rodger and Ralph Stanley, Neil and Filmore 
Peterson. – February 7, 1957 
 
Lewis Gilley Stanley and the Neilson Family 
“The local folks had something here that the summer people needed and they were accepted as 
equals. Like sailing boats. The summer people looked up to the fishermen and respected them for 
their ability to sail and work on a boat. 
 
That’s how it was with my father and the Neilson family. He went to work for them some time in 
the early 1930’s. They had been coming to Northeast Harbor from Pennsylvania for generations, 
and they were quite an influence on our lives. Mrs. Neilson [Clara Augusta (Rosengarten) Neilson, 
Mrs. Lewis Neilson (1871-1955)], the grandmother, was an old lady when I was a boy. She was a 
Rosengarten, and that family had been coming to Northeast for years, too, probably since the late 
1800s. 
 



  

My father worked for the Neilsons for three months every summer, right through the Depression. 
In those days it worked out pretty good, because there was closed season on lobsters in the 
summer. Lobstering didn’t start until the fall, so this summer work fitted right in… 
 
Mrs. Neilson’s son Harry [Henry Rosengarten Neilson (1893-1949)] had three boys – Hank, Albie, 
and Benjie. Harry’s wife [Alberta Pancoast (Reath) Neilson (1903-1938)] died when Benjie was just 
a baby, and the boys were left with no mother. They did have a nanny, but my father had a lot to 
do with the dare of those children in the summer… They thought a lot of my father, all of them…” 
- “Ralph Stanley : Tales of a Maine Boatbuilder” by Craig S. Milner and Ralph W. Stanley, 
published by Down East Books, Camden, Maine 2004, p. 47-48. 
 
Ralph Stanley’s great uncle worked for and was loved by the Neilsons too. 
 
In 1947 Ralph Warren Stanley went aboard the Milliken's Schooner “Niliraga” at eighteen as cook 
and crew to the captain, his second cousin, Neil Stanley Peterson (1917-1979). Ralph’s great uncle, 
Lewis Gilley Stanley (1869-1957), ran the Milliken’s motorboat. Ralph remembers Uncle Lew 
coming aboard “Niliraga” for lunch every day. Later, when Ralph was captain, he and Lew went on 
shore to “The Haven” for lunch with the staff, which at one time numbered twenty-seven. 
 
See: Sailing Mentors and Their Summer People.pdf 
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